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STANDING ORDER 15 


15. (1) Mr. Speaker shall read Prayers. 
prayers every day at the meeting of 
the House before any business is entered 
upon. 


(2) The ordinary daily routine of oe 
business in the House shall be ies 
follows: 


Presenting reports by standing and 
special committees. 

Motions. 

Introduction of bills. 

First readings of Senate public bills. 

Government notices of motions. 

(a) On motions, as listed in section Statements 
(2) of this Standing Order, a Min- on Motions. 
ister of the Crown may make an an- 
nouncement or a_ statement of 
government policy. Any such an- 
nouncement or statement should be 
limited to facts which it is deemed 
necessary to make known to the House 


and should not be designed to pro- 
22406—3 


Order of 
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day-by- 
day. 
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voke debate at this stage. A spokes- 
man for each of the parties in opposi- 
tion to the government may comment 
briefly, subject to the same limitation. 


(3) Except as provided in sections (4) 
and (5) hereunder, the order of business 
for the consideration of the House, day- 
by-day, after the daily routine, shall be 
as follows: 


(Monday) 
Questions. 


Oral questions. 
Government orders. 
(From five to siz o’clock p.m.—Private Members’ Business) 


Notices of motions. 


(Tuesday) 
Oral questions. 
Government orders. 
Questions. 


(From five to siz o’clock p.m.—Private Members’ Business) 


Private bills. 
Public bills. 
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(Wednesday) 
Questions. 


Notices of motions for the production 
of papers. 


Oral questions. 
Government orders. 


(From five to siz o’clock p.m.—Private Members’ Business) 


Notices of motions. 
Public bills. 

(Thursday) 
Oral Questions. 
Government orders. 
Questions. 


(From five to siz o’clock p.m.—Private Members’ Business) 


A. On the first and each alternate 
Thursday thereafter: 
Notices of motions (papers). 
Private bills. 
Public bills. 
B. On the second and each alternate 
Thursday thereafter: 


Private bills. 
22406—33 
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Notices of motions (papers). 
Public bills. 

(Friday) 
Oral Questions. 


Government orders. 


Questions. 


(From five to siz o’clock p.m.—Private Members’ Business) 


Public bills. 
Private bills. 


(4) When a debate on a motion “That 
Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair” 
for the House to go into Committee of 
Supply is in progress at 5.00 o’clock p.m. 
on either a Monday or a Tuesday, the 
order for Private Members’ Business on 
that day shall be suspended. 


(5) After the order for Private Mem- 
bers’ Business on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays has been reached for a 
total of forty times in a session, the 
provisions in section (3) of this Stand- 
ing Order which provide for such busi- 
ness on those days shall lapse. 


fy 
_ Explanatory notes. 


(1) Provision made in Second and 
Third Reports for statements by Min- 
isters on ‘‘Motions” and also for the 
calling of “Oral Questions” prior to 
entering upon the “Orders of the Day”. 


(2) Guidelines covering oral ques- 
tions. 


(a) Questions asked prior to 
Orders of the Day should be 
governed by the provisions of 
Standing Order 39(1). 


(6) Such questions should 


(i) be asked only in respect of 
matters of sufficient ur- 
gency and importance as 
to require an immediate 
answer ; 


(11) not inquire whether state- 
ments made in a news- 
paper are correct; 


(i111) not require an answer in- 
volving a legal opinion; 

(iv) not be asked in respect of 
a matter that is sub judice; 
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(v) not be of a nature requir- 
ing a lengthy and detailed 
answer ; 


(vi) not raise a matter of 
policy too large to be dealt 
with as an answer to a 
question. 


(c) Answers to questions should be 
as brief as possible, should deal 
with the matter raised and 
should not provoke debate. 
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STANDING ORDER 16 


16. The proceedings on Private Mem- Private 
bers’ Business, except as provided in; 
Standing Orders 15(4), 38 and 61-A, pao 
shall not be suspended by virtue of the cases. 
operation of the provisions of standing 
orders relating to the adjournment of 
the House for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public im- 
portance or to the allocation of time to 


certain debates. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision made in Thirteenth Report 
for the suspension of Private Members 
Hour when a time allocation order is in 
effect on a money resolution—see pro- 
visional Standing Order 614A. 
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STANDING ORDER 20 


Precedence 20. (1) The day-to-day precedence 
cee on the order paper, except as otherwise 
provided, shall be as follows: 


(a) Third reading of bills. 


(6) Reports received from committees 
of the whole House. 


(c) Bills reported after second read- 
ing from any standing or special 
committee for reference to a 
committee of the whole House. 


(d) Bills ordered by the House for 
reference to a committee of the 
whole House. 


(e) Senate amendments to bills. 
(f) Second reading of bills. 


(g) Other orders according to the 
date thereof. 

Private (2) After any bill or other order in 
ue the name of a private member has been 
considered in the House or in any com- 

mittee of the whole and any proceeding 

thereon has been adjourned or inter- 

rupted, the said bill or order shall be 

placed on the order paper for the next 
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sitting at the foot of the list under the 
‘respective heading for such bills or 
orders. 


Explanatory note. 


Provisions of this Standing Order tem- 
porarily suspended by the Eighth Re- 
port in relation to the listing of Gov- 
ernment Orders. 
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appeal. 
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STANDING ORDER 26 


26. (1) Leave to make a motion for 
the adjournment of the House when 
made for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public impor- 
tance must be asked for after “Ques- 
tions” on Mondays and Wednesdays and 
on other days after the ordinary daily 
routine of business, Standing Order 
15(2), has been concluded. 

(2) The Member desiring to make 
such a motion rises in his place, asks 
leave to move the adjournment of the 
House for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public impor- 
tance, and states the matter. 

(3) He then hands a written state- 
ment of the matter proposed to be dis- 
cussed to Mr. Speaker. If Mr. Speaker 


questions the urgency of debate with 
respect to the proposed matter, he may 
invite members to speak on the question 
of such urgency. Any ruling made by 
Mr. Speaker after listening to argument 
on the question of urgency shall not be 
subject to appeal, notwithstanding the 


provisions of Standing Order 12(1). If 
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Mr. Speaker rules that the proposed 

matter is in order, and of urgent public 
importance, he reads it out and asks 
whether the Member has the leave of the 
House. If at this point objection is taken, 
Mr. Speaker requests those Members who 


support the motion to rise in their places 
and if twenty or more Members rise Mr. 


Speaker calls on the member who has 
asked for leave. 


(4) If less than twenty, but not less wheo 
than five, members rise in their places, qWestion put. 
the question whether the Member has 
leave to move the adjournment of the 
House shall be put forthwith, without 
debate, and determined, if necessary, 
by a division. 

(5) Except with the requisite leave zimitation. 
or support, the motion cannot be made. 


(6) The right to move the adjourn- restrictions 
ment of the House for the above pur- % ™°tion. 
poses is subject to the following restric- 
tions: 

(a) not more than one such motion 

can be made at the same sitting; 

(6) not more than one matter can 

be discussed on the same motion; 

22406—4} 


18 


(c) the motion must not revive dis- 
cussion on a matter which has 
been discussed in the same ses- 
sion; 3 

(d) the motion must not anticipate 
a matter which has been pre- 
viously appointed for considera- 
tion by the House, or with 
reference to which a notice of 
motion has been previously given 
and not withdrawn; 

(e) the motion must not raise a 
question of privilege; 

(f) the discussion under the motion 
must not raise any question 
which, according to the standing 
orders of the House, can only be 
debated on a distinct motion 
under notice. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision made in the Thirteenth Re- 
port to permit Members to speak as to 
the question of “urgency” in relation to 
the proposing of adjournment motions 
and also to provide that Speaker’s Rul- 
ings shall not be subject to an appeal. 
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STANDING ORDER 39 


39. (1) Questions may be placed on Questions 
the Order Paper seeking information Sriiters. 
from Ministers of the Crown relating 
to public affairs; and from other Mem- 
bers, relating to any bill, motion, or 
other public matter connected with the 
business of the House, in which such 
Members may be concerned; but in 
putting any such question or in reply- 
ing to the same no argument or opinion 
is to be offered, nor any facts stated, 
except so far as may be necessary to 
explain the same; and in answering any 
such question the matter to which the 
same refers shall not be debated. 


(2) (a) Any Member who requires Oral 
an oral answer to his question may dis- °"°¥*- 
tinguish it by an asterisk, but no Mem- 
ber shall have more than three such Limit of 
questions at a time on the daily Order 7" 
Paper. | 


(6) If a Member does not distinguish Printea 
his question by an asterisk, the Minister °"* 
to whom the question is addressed hands 
the answer to the Clerk of the House 
who causes it to be printed in the Official 
Reports of the Debates. 


Question to 
stand as 
notice of 
motion. 


Question 
made order 
for return. 


Oral 
Questions. 
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(3) If, in the opinion of Mr. Speaker, 
a question on the Order Paper put to a 
Minister of the Crown is of such a 
nature as to require a lengthy reply, he 
may, upon the request of the Govern- 
ment, direct the same to stand as a 
notice of motion, and to be transferred 
to its proper place as such upon the 
Order Paper, the Clerk of the House 
being authorized to amend the same as 
to matters of form. 


(4) If a question is of such a nature 
that, in the opinion of the Minister who 
is to furnish the reply, such reply should 
be in the form of a return, and the Min- 
ister states that he has no objection to 
laying such return upon the Table of the 
House, his statement shall, unless other- 
wise ordered by the House, be deemed 
an Order of the House to that effect and 
the same shall be entered in the Votes 
and Proceedings as such. 


(5) Before the Orders of the Day are 
proceeded with, questions on matters of 
urgency may be addressed orally to Min- 
isters of the Crown, provided however 
that if in the opinion of Mr. Speaker a 
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question is not urgent he may direct that 
it not be proceeded with or that it be 
placed on the Order Paper, provided also 
that on any Wednesday the time allowed 
for a question period prior to the calling 
of the Orders of the Day shall not ex- 
ceed thirty minutes. 


A member who is not satisfied with 
the answer given to a question asked on 
any day at this stage, or a member who 
has been told by Mr. Speaker that his 
question is not urgent, may give notice 
that he intends to raise the subject-mat- 
ter of his question on the adjournment 
of the House, as provided in Standing 
Order 39-A. The notice referred to here- 
in, whether or not it is given orally 
during the question period before the 
Orders of the Day, must be given in 
writing to Mr. Speaker not later than 
5.00 o’clock p.m. the same day. 


There shall be no appeal against any 
decision made by Mr. Speaker under the 
nrovisions of this sub-section. 


Notice of 
Adjournment 
Debates, 


No Appeal. 


Adjournment 


Debates. 


Allotment . 
of Days, 
Time & 
Limits on 


Speeches. 
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39-A. At 10:00 o’clock p.m. on any 


Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, Mr. 
Speaker may, notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of Standing Orders 6(3) and 
32(2), deem that a motion to adjourn 
the House has been made and seconded, 
whereupon such motion shall be debat- 
able for not more than thirty minutes. 


No matter shall be debated during 
the thirty minutes herein provided, un- 
less notice thereof has been given by a 
Member during a question period prior 
to the calling of the Orders of the Day 
or to Mr. Speaker by 5:00 o’clock p.m., 
as provided in Standing Order 39(5). 
No debate on any one matter raised 
during this period shall last for more 
than ten minutes. The Member raising 
the matter may speak for not more than 
seven minutes. A Cabinet Minister, or a 
Parliamentary Secretary speaking on be- 
half of a Minister, if he wishes to do so, 
may speak for not more than three 
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minutes. When debate has lasted for a 
total of thirty minutes, or when the de- 
_ bate on the matter or matters raised has 
ended, whichever comes first, Mr. 
Speaker shall deem the motion to ad- 
journ to have been carried and he shall 
adjourn the House until the next sitting 
day. 
The time required for any questions Business of 


the House 
Announce- 


and answers concerning the future busi- 
ness of the House, whether this item ments. 
takes place before or after the thirty 
minute period herein provided, shall not 
be counted as part of the said thirty 
minutes. 

When several Members have given Selection of 


Matters for 
on Debate on 


the adjournment of the House, Mr. Adiournment, 


Speaker shall decide the order in which 


notices of intention to raise matters 


such matters are to be raised. In doing 
so, he shall have regard to the order in 


which notices were given, to the urgency 
22406—5 


No appeal. 
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of the matters raised, and to the appor- 
tioning of the opportunities to debate 


such matters among the Members of the 
various. parties in the House. He may, at 


his discretion, consult with representa- 
tives of the parties concerning such 


order and be guided by their advice. By 


not later than 6:00 o’clock p.m. on any 
Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, Mr. 
Speaker shall indicate to the House the 
matter or matters to be raised at the 
time of adjournment that day. 


There shall be no appeal against any 


decision made by Mr. Speaker under the 
provisions of this Standing Order. 


Explanatory notes. 


Provision made in the Second Report 
for 
(a) the asking of “Oral Questions” 
prior to entering upon “Orders of 
the Day”; 
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(b) the placing of a limitation of 
thirty minutes on such Questions 
on Wednesdays; 

(c) a debate at 10:00 p.m. on Ques- 
tions under specified circum- 
stances; and 

(d) the prohibiting of appeals from 
decisions of the Chair on related 
proceedings. 
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STANDING ORDER 47 


47. (1) Notices of motions for the 
production of papers shall be placed on 
the Order Paper under the heading 
“Notices of Motions for the Production 
of Papers’’. All such notices, when called, 
shall be forthwith disposed of; but if on 
any such motion a debate be desired by 
the Member proposing it or by a Min- 
ister of the Crown, the motion will be 
transferred by the Clerk to the order of 
“Notices of Motions (Papers)”’. 

(2) When debate on a motion for the 
production of papers, under the order 
“Notices of Motions (Papers)”, has 
taken place for a total time of two hours 
and thirty minutes, Mr. Speaker shall 
at that point interrupt the debate, where- 
upon a Minister of the Crown, whether 
or not such Minister has already spoken, 
may speak for not more than five 
minutes, following which the mover of 
the motion may close the debate by 


speaking for not more than five minutes. 
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Unless the motion is withdrawn, as pro- 
vided by Standing Order 49, Mr. Speaker 
- shall forthwith put the question. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision is made in the Second Re- 
port for the allocation of time on debate 
and speeches during proceedings on 
Motions for the Production of Papers. 


Money 
resolution 
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STANDING ORDER 61 


61. If any motion be made in the 


not presently House for any public aid or charge 
entered upon. ypon the people, the consideration and 


Time 


Allocation 


for Money 


Resolution. 


debate thereof may not be presently 
entered upon, but shall be adjourned 
till such further day as the House 
thinks fit to appoint; and then it shall 
be referred to a committee of the whole 
House, before any resolution or vote of 
the House do pass thereupon. 


61-A. (1) When a resolution preced- 


ing a bill involving the expenditure of 
public money has been referred to the 
committee of the whole House, the time 
allowed for consideration thereof in such 
committee shall not exceed one sitting 
day. For the purposes of this Standing 
Order, such a resolution shall be deemed 
to have been considered for one sitting 
day, provided the order to go into com- 
mittee of the whole House is called as 
the first item under Government Orders 
on a Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or 
Friday, and provided it is continued, if 
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necessary, until the normal time of ad- 
journment on any such day. Such an 
order having been called on any Mon- 
day, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday, it 
shall have precedence over all other 
business until the time of adjournment 
on that day, unless it is disposed of 
earlier. Under any other circumstances, 
a total of five hours shall be deemed to 
be the equivalent of one sitting day. 


(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Time Limit 
any other Standing Order, no Member 2 =a 
shall speak for more than twenty™  _ 
minutes during the time when a resolu- 
tion preceding a bill involving the ex- 
penditure of public money is under con- 
sideration in the committee of the whole 


House. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision is made in the Thirteenth 
Report for a time allocation order with 
respect to resolutions upon which money 
bills are based and for a limitation on 
length of speeches during such proceed- 
ings. 


Proceedings 
in Committee. 


Proceedings 
reported. 


Third 
reading. 
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STANDING ORDER 78 


78. (1) In proceedings in committee 
of the whole House upon bills, the pre- 
amble is first postponed, and if the first 
also postponed; then every other clause 
is considered by the committee in its 
proper order; the first clause (if it con- 
tains only a short title), the preamble 
and the title are to be last considered. 

(2) All amendments made in com- 
mittee are reported by the Chairman to 
the House and the same shall be re- 
ceived and the motion for concurrence 
therein shall be disposed of forthwith 
before the bill is ordered for a third 
reading at the next sitting of the House. 
When a bill is reported without amend- 
ment, it is forthwith ordered to be read 
a third time at such time as may be 
appointed by the House. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision is made in the Thirteenth 
Report for the postponement of Clause 1 
of a bill in Committee of the Whole, 
when the said Clause consists of a Short 
Title. 


PART II 


PERMANENT AMENDMENTS 
TO THE STANDING ORDERS 
OF THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
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STANDING ORDER 2 


2. (1) The House shall meet on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at 2.30 o’clock p.m. and on 
Fridays at 11.00 o’clock a.m. 


(2) Notwithstanding the provisions 
of section (1) of this standing order, 
the House shall meet at 11.00 o’clock 
a.m. on any day or days appointed for 
the consideration of the order for resum- 
ing debate on the motion for an Address 
in reply to His Excellency’s speech and 
on any amendment proposed thereto, 
except Wednesdays and the first day so 
appointed when the House shall meet 
at 2.30 o’clock p.m. 


(3) If at the time of meeting there be 
not a quorum, Mr. Speaker may take 
the Chair and adjourn the House until 
the next sitting day. 


(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of 


section (1) of this Standing Order, and 
unless otherwise ordered, the House shall 
not sit on any of the following days: 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, the day 
fixed for the celebration of the birth- 
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day of the Sovereign, St. John the Bap- 
tist Day, Dominion Day, Labour Day, 
. Thanksgiving Day, Remembrance Day, 
Christmas Day. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision is made in the Fourteenth 
Report to provide that there shall be 
no sittings of the House on certain days. 


22406—63 


Standing 
Committees. 


34 


STANDING ORDER 65 


65. (1) At the commencement of 
the first Session of each Parliament, a 


special committee, consisting of five 
members, shall be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to prepare and report, with 
all convenient speed, lists of Members to 
compose the following standing commit- 
tees of the House: 


(a) On Privileges and Elections, to 
consist of 29 Members, 10 of whom shall 
constitute a quorum; 


(6) on Railways, Canals and Tele- 
graph Lines, to consist of 60 Members, 
20 of whom shall constitute a quorum; 


(c) on Miscellaneous Private Bills, 
to consist of 50 Members, 15 of whom 
shall constitute a quorum; 


(d) on Banking and Commerce, to 
consist of 50 Members, 15 of whom shall 
constitute a quorum; 


(e) on Public Accounts, to consist of 
50 Members, 15 of whom shall constitue 
a quorum; 


(f) on Agriculture and Colonization, 
to consist of 60 Members, 20 of whom 
shall constitute a quorum; 
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(g) on Standing Orders, to consist of 
20 Members, 8 of whom shall constitute 
@ quorum; 


(h) on Marine and Fisheries, to con- 
sist of 35 Members, 10 of whom shall 
constitute a quorum; 

(2) on Mines, Forests and Waters, to 
consist of 35 Members, 10 of whom shall 
constitute a quorum; 


(j) on Industrial Relations, to con- 
sist of 35 Members, 10 of whom shall 
constitute a quorum; 

(k) on Debates, to consist of 12 


Members, 7 of whom shall constitute a 
quorum ; 

(1) on External Affairs, to consist of 
35 Members, 10 of whom shall constitute 
a@ quorum; 

(m) on Estimates, to consist of 60 
Members, 20 of whom shall constitute 
a quorum; 

(n) on Veterans Affairs, to consist of 
40 Members, 15 of whom shall constitute 
a quorum; 


_ (2) On Printing, to act as Members 
on the part of this House on the Joint 
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Committee of both Houses on the sub- 
ject of the printing of parliament, to 
consist of 23 Members; 

On the Library of Parliament, so far 
as the interests of this House are con- 
cerned, and to act as members of the 
Joint Committee of both Houses, to con- 
sist of 21 Members; 

Provided that a sufficient number of 
Members of joint committees shall be 
appointed so as to keep the same pro- 
portion in such committees as between 
the memberships of the House of Com- 
mons and Senate. 


(3) The Clerk of the House shall 
cause to be affixed, in some conspicuous 
part of the House, a list of the several 
standing and special committees ap- 
pointed during the session. 


Explanatory note. 


Provision is made in the Eleventh 
Report for the appointment of the Mem- 
bership of a Striking Committee at the 
First Session of each Parliament. 
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